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occur. In their phenomena nothing can be fore-
seen, foretold, or calculated; we judge of them
only by their analogies, and these arc, in the vast
proportion of instances, extremely uncertain/*
But the laws of vitality belong to the laws of na-
ture. What then becomes of the infidel's assertion
that the laws of nature never change ? Perhaps
now he will say the physical laws of matter never
change. But here again he is begging the ques-
tion. The laws of matter are not definable prin-
ciples, but general facts of observation, by which
we perceive that one thing always follows another,
as cause and effect. Who docs not know of the
wonderful and inexplicable variety of atmospheric
phenomena ? When we speak of showers, we re-
fer generally to showers of rain; but there are
well-established facts of showers of stones, some
out of clouds, and some when no clouds were to
be seen ; showers of dust, and showers of red infu-
soria, which in early times were called showers of
blood. Rain is generally limpid, and snow is
white; but there are instances on record of black
rain and luminous rain ; of black snow and red snow.
Rain generally falls from clouds, but there arc
well-attested instances on record where copious
showers have fallen without any clouds to be seen,
but stars instead, in their usual appearance, shin-
ing brightly. Snow, when it fails, is of the same
appearance; but its crystals vary in shape, with
consecutive showers in the same day, it may be,
from eight to ten varieties of form. Lightning is
generally seen as zigzag or sheet lightning; but
sometimes it is arborescent, taking the form of a tree